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them into manure, for cleaning wells and tanks, for building
easy embankments, removing rubbish and generally to make the-
villages more habitable. The village worker has also to touch the
social side and gently persuade the people to give up bad cus-
toms and bad habits, such as untouchability, infant marriage,
unequal matches, drink and drug evil and many local supe^sti-
tions. Lastly comes the political part. Here the worker will
study the political grievances of the villagers and teach them
the dignity of freedom, self-reliance and self-help in everything.
This makes in my opinion complete adult education. But this
does not complete the task of the village worker. He must take
care and charge of the little ones and begin their instruction
and carry on a night school for adults. This literary training is
but part of a whole education course and only a means to the
larger end described above.
I claim that the equipment for this service is a large heart
and a character above suspicion. Given these two conditions
every other needed qualification is bound to follow.
The last question is that of bread and butter. A labourer
is worthy of his hire. The incoming President is organizing a
national provincial service. The All India Spinners7 Association,
is a growing and stable organization. It furnishes young men
with character an illimitable field for service. A living wage is
assured. Beyond that there is no money in it. You cannot serve
both self and country. Service of self is strictly limited by that
of the country and hence excludes a living beyond the means
of this absolutely poor country. To serve our villagers is ta
establish Swaraj. Everything else is but an idle dream.
Young India, 2642-1929